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VIII.
The principal works of Balvantrai Kalianrai Thakore
(Born 1869) are: Darfaniynu, (1924) a collection of short
stories; Bhanakara, Echoes, Pt. (1917), Pt.II (1929), a collec-
tion of poems ; Ugati JuvUni, Growing Youth (1923), a play)
Lyric (1932); and other sketches, essays and addresses
published from time to time. His prose style, though
clear, weighty and thoughtful, lacks charm and elasticity.
His essays on the lyric and on Sarasvatichandra are both ex-
cellent specimen of critical analysis and literary interpreta-
tion. He is an unflinching upholder of classic models, and
has declined to trim his sails to suit the exuberance and
irresponsibility of modern romantic authors, or the vulgar-
isation of literary quality in the interests of the man in the
street. He never forgets the fundamental difference
between literature of quality and that of education, propa-
ganda and sensation.
The poems—many of them are sonnets—in Bhanaknra
are splendid attempts to emancipate poetry from rhyme,
assonance and time-measure. According to the author
* poetic forms, which do not exist independently of music
and do not flow unrestricted by recurring time measure,
may be suited for song or recitation; but they fetter real
poetry/ Starting from this axiom, he presents lyrics which,
however limited in number and variety, are characterized
by perfect harmony of word and sense. Emotion is expres-
sed with exquisite self-restraint. A little picture is drawn
by deft touches, and the more it is viewed the lovelier it
grows.
Bursting with love, I wander, seeking one who could well receive the flood,
By maddening thirst oppressed, I pine for one who could give me water
Wherever I look, I see but a struggling crowd of human forms. Oh! Where
shall I find the one who could sustain my heart ?1
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